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SPIRITAN
NEWS
.,.

CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Towards a new Province of Central Africa:
Meeting at Kribi
Twenty confreres met In Kribi {Cameroon) from Feb. 20-25, 1997. There were representatives of the Central
African Foundation {FAC), the Districts of Senegal, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo and Bangui as well as
representatives of the Provinces of Angola and France. Fr J-M. Jolibois represented the General Council.

From L-R: Frs B. LANGLE LANGLE (Cameroon), Jn-Cl. KIBINDA (Congo), G. VIEIRA (France) and A. JACINTO (Angola)

FAC and the Founding Districts

O

ur confreres in this Region can be divided into three
different groups:
confreres of European origin, (about 190), who are
decreasing in number,
confreres who come from FAC, (about 85) who are
increasing by approximately fifteen members each year
and will shortly be in the majority,
confreres who come from other provinces of Africa,
(about 20).

FAC has become part of a venerable tradition of transregional solidarity, inherited from the Founding Districts
twenty years ago. They wish to continue the experience of
living in international communities. While being fully
involved in the mission 'ad intra ' of the Districts, they are
already open and wish to open even further to the mission
'ad extra.'

One common destiny
For many valid reasons, the Assembly left the large District
of Senegal free to move towards a Foundation of West Africa
(Francophone and Lusophone). The formation structures for
initial formation are already on a sound and secure basis.
These will remain common although there are still some
problems to be resolved e.g. shortage of formators and
professors, self-fmancing, discernment criteria and buildings.
FAC itself contributes 35% of its formation and
administration costs. A substantial reserve or capital from the
Founding Districts would reduce the dependence on external
support, at least for the immediate future. Self-reliance will
continue to be a concern for the Circumscription for some
time. The future Province will adopt the mission priorities of
the present Districts as well as integrating the openness to
mission 'ad extra' ofFAC.

Towards a Province of Central Africa

The threshold of a new partnership

Without prejudice to the rights of either the Districts, FAC or
the General Council, the Assembly envisages the creation of a single Province of Central Africa. It will have as

"As moderator of the Assembly of Kribi, I had first hand
evidence of the quality of the reflections which took place
and the sincerity of all who took part, to find a· 'new solution
to a new situation '. A solution which would:

"members of origin" the
present confreres'ofFAC,
"appointed
members"
those of the present
Districts of Cameroon,
Congo, Gabon, Bangui,
without a change of the
Province of origin for
these latter.

I

take into account the
legitimate concerns ofall,

leave openings for growth
in the future,
I be less concerned with
unimportant details of
administration than with
providing
conditions
where Spiritans of Central
Africa · can live their
difficult mission, in mutual
support.
I
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Within this Central African
Province, the former Districts
will become regions enjoying
a large amount of autonomy.
IfFAC and the Districts agree
on this general organisation outline, it will be the prerogative
of the first Chapter of the new Province of Central Africa to
determine the type of organisation and future mission
engagements of the Province. When all the necessary
consultations are completed, the General Council will be in a
position to take a decision on the creation to the new
province and to convoke its first Chapter. A decision could
be taken before the General Chapter in 1998.

It is the totality of FA C and_
the Districts which are called to become, in trust and
confidence, partners in a 'new alliance '.
Can we not see this 'new partnership ' as the first fruits of the
bold and courageous project in 1977 when the founders of
FAC welcomed the Spiritan candidates from the different
Districts into a common novitiate? The seed of the future is
carried in its past".(Fr J-P Hoch, Provincial of France).

Meeting of young Spiritans 1997

F

Topics which featured high on the agenda in 1977 were,
ifty one Spiritan students from fifteen countries
assembled from March 22-30, 1997, with their
getting back to our original inspiration of being poor
Formators in the House of Theology, Carcavelos, Portugal.
among the poor,
They went to share ideas on how they saw their work as
the importance of Community life and mission today in
Spiritans in Europe and the world today. They were from
solidarity with the past,
England, Ireland, France, Spain, Portugal, Poland and
internationality,
Germany/Croatia. Students studying in Europe, from the
a sharing of hope in the future.
West African and the Central
African Foundations as well as
From 1977 to 1997
the Province of Nigeria, were It is only through young people that a
also present. The Gene-ralate
community can thrive: the hope of the The Congregation has changed
was
represented by
Frs
in the past twenty years, but
harvest Is in the seed. It Is there
Castriani and Skinnader.
many of the objectives remain
that a Society's spirit Is formed.
the same. There is still an
(Fr Libernwnn to Mother Javouhe,1,
Assembly of 1977
emphasis on community life,
Marc/z 9, 1845 N.D Vll. P 86).
internationality and the exTwenty years ago, 13 7 Young
change of cultures.
Spiritans from 30 countries
The European Provinces are becoming more unified in
came together at the then Spanish Novitiate in Castrillo de
la Vega from August 01-15, 1977. Eighty seven are still
understanding our Spiritan mission both in Europe and
members of the Congregation. Some of the Formators in
. worldwide.
the 1997 Assembly were participants in the 1977
Language was less a barrier to communication in 1997 than
Assembly. (cf Spiritan News No 8 of Aug/Sept. 1977 and
in 1977 as many of the participants were competent in both
/ID No 13 Oct/Nov. 1977, which is devoted entirely to the
French
and English.
meeting).
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What will be the results of the meeting
Jean-Pascal Lombart, a participant writes:

"Our time together in Portugal was an experience in
preparation for working together in the future. We are all
polyglots. This a very good foundation for communication.
We understood each other better. The internationality in
houses offormation opens each of us to many countries and
circumscriptions. I shared the anxieties of my room-mate
even though his family and circumscription are miles away.

I. We must face the challenge of sharing our resources
and responsibilities both at circumscription and
community level.
2." We express a strong desire to live in community and we
are a little uneasy to see this aspect ignored in many
instances because of 'pastoral needs '.
3. We would like to welcome into the Congregation young
men who may not have a high level of education and
who may not have the abilities for academic studies
such as we follow presently.

How can we own our heritage of the past without avoiding
our responsibilities or allowing ourselves to be locked in by
the limits of history? We have, as young Spiritans of
Europe, noted our points of convergence but also the
different formation models in different countries e.g. entry
to the first cycle, pastoral experience and the place of the
novitiate in the programme.

We are seeking our Spiritan identity. Is it strictly tied to our
commitments? We believe that there is a risk. The question
of Justice and Peace illustrates this. We are not satisfied
with a simplistic analysis of situations. We want, above all,
an actual expression of Spiritan spirituality which
integrates the Justice and Peace dimension in our daily
lives.

How do the young Spiritans see the
Future of the Congregation

The future of the European Provinces

I base my optimism on the quality of the confreres whom I
met and on their willingness to face current and difficult
questions with honesty and in a deep respect for each other.
Living in an international setting is an advantage as
international communities will be more and more the norm
in missionary projects in future.
The discussion of our priorities ranged from inter-religious
dialogue to education, without setting them in opposition.

Because of the situation in personnel and of the local
churches, it appears that differences will continue. But this
diversity leads to questions about interplay and balance
between solidarity and accepting the individual rhythm of
each circumscription. We are moving in Europe towards a
greater integration. But how far are we prepared to go to
share common structures of training and formation? These
points should be topics for reflection and discernment in
which non-European circumscriptions and the local
Churches should be invited to take part".

NEWS FROM THE CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS.
·Gui~ea-Bissau: Jubilee
Following the celebrations of the jubilees of Angola and
St. Tome e Principe, the Church of Guinea-Bissau
began celebrating the 500th centenary of Evangelisation and
Meeting of Cultures: In this case, however, it refers to 400
years of evangelisation as systematic evangelisation began
only towards the end of the XVI century.

an Australian Lay Associate. Present also were the
Superiors and representatives of the Provinces of origin as
well as oµr Superior General, Fr Schouver.

Objectives of the Assembly
1. To formulate a vision and goals for Oceania,

The Celebrations will last one year.

2. To establish a simple administrative structure to
facilitate creative and collaborative ministry in a
community context,
3. To clarify relationships and responsibilities of "home"
Provinces,
4. To agree on some elements essential to the growth of
Oceania, e.g. formation, Asia Mission, ministries etc.

Oceania: Assembly in Perth

Methodology

The celebrations began with a Pilgrimage to Cacheu at
which the Bishop of the Diocese presided on 08 December
1996.

T

he Assembly, which was announced in Spiritan News
114, May/June 1996 (Oceania: Third Spring of
Spiritans ...), took place near Perth from April 02-11, 1997.
The eight Spiritans from Papua New Guinea as well as the
ten from Australia were present, including Kevin Conway,

It was a good mixture of working sessions, sharing of life
experiences, common prayer, contacts with the local
Church and a pilgrimage. Each session began with a
testimony from a confrere on a part of his life. The time for
prayer was not curtailed.
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Fr General gives the following description:

Mgr Justin Bianchini of Geraldton wished to have more
Spiritans working in his very large Diocese. What he said
made us all want to work with him. Mgr Peter Quinn of
Bunbury guided the two day pilgrimage 'in the steps of the
missionaries of Libermann '. The Vicar General of Perth
was present at the celebration where Fr Bouchet, who died
a few days after his arrival in 1846, is buried.
I believe that the objectives of the Assembly were attained.
But we received much more than we h(Jd foreseen. The
whole Assembly was conscious of the great grace which
was granted to us. We were really surprised by the
wonderful welcome which the Christians of that part of
Australia gave us. They visited us, accompanied us,
welcomed us into their homes during the weekend of the
pilgrimage to Albany and Lake Mollyalup. The diocesan
priests who had researched the archives and the original
sites to reconstruct the history of Frs Bouchet, Thevaux,
Thierse and Brs Vincent and Theodore, taught us our
history. They invited us to take charge of the parish of Mt
Barker where our predecessors had built their little
mission. An aboriginal woman said in her poem which was
read at the celebrations:

<From far offplaces they had journeyed,
Those gentle servants of God ...
They came and they suffered .. . ,
But I've been waiting to greet you today .. .
In their spirit ofcommitment, I implore you to come
To take up the challenge, of where they begun. >

not have been a failure after all. Maybe their suffering has
been a source of life. Possibly their mission in Australia has
not yet finished. Perhaps we have been called to begin to
learn in their school".

Germany/Croatia

fr

Alfons Wehrle was inducted as Parish Priest of St
· Joseph's Parish, Rostock, on Sunday March 02,
1997. Previously he had been working with the "Lay
Volunteer Missionaries".

Fr John Doyle, Ireland, who had worked in Nigeria during
the civil war and then for 22 years in Brazil, is in Stuttgart,
Germany, since the beginning of January following a
refresher course in German. He has visited Rostock to get
acquainted with the place and has accepted to take up
ministry in Rostock this coming July.
Father Johannes Henschel is still working in Graal-Miiritz,
twenty kilometres from Rostock, as Parish Priest and in the
ministry to tourists. Br Pius remains as cook in the house in
Rostock.
The New Presbytery with the parish hall together with the
Church, form a pleasing complex.
Fr Andrzej Owca, Poland, is leaving Senegal at the end of
May. He will spend some time studying English and later
he will follow a formation course in Dublin in preparation
for the post of Director of Formation in Croatia. He will
be responsible for the philosophy students in a formation
house which has not yet become a reality. He has ·chosen
Dublin for this course because of the future collaboration in
the novitiate programme. Fr Jaroslaw Jezdzikowski,
Poland, who is studying missiology in St Augustin,
Hangelar, will accompany Fr Andrzej to Croatia and will
work in missionary awareness and vocation work.
Presently there are three Croats in formation, Ante at
Hangelar, Tomislav in Dublin and Ilia in Dublin preparing
to begin his Novitiate. There are other young Croats who
have expressed their desire to join our Congregation.

Mauritius: Anniversary of the
Diocese of Port-Louis (1847-1997)
An aboriginal woman reciting her poem at the pilgrimage
I had the impression that the Spirit of the Lord was trying
to widen our vision:
certainly in space, by bringing us from the other end of
the world;
I also in time, by bringing us to retrace the footsteps of
our confreres of 150 years ago;
I . but also at a deeper level within ourselves, who are so
much conditioned by our contemporary western valuesystems.
I

Contrary to appearances, the short adventure of
Libermann 's missionaries of a century and a half ago may
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T

he Diocese of Port-Louis was erected by a brief of Pius
IX on 7th December 1847 when the Island was a British
Colony. However, the beginning of the Church on the
island dates from 1721 when the l'ile de France, as it was
then called, was under French administration. It is good to
recall that article 8 of the terms of capitulation by the
French in 1810, stipulated that the residents of the island
would retain freedom of religion under the new
administration.
The Church was directed by the Lazarists for the first half
of the 18 th century. The territory was part of an-immense
Vicariate, comprising Madagascar, Australia, Cape of Good
Hope, the Island of St Helena and the Seychelles.

Mgr Gabriel Igou, a Lazarist, Prefect and Parish Priest of
l'Ile de France, built a small chapel shortly after his arrival.
The foundation stone of a bigger Church was laid in 1752.
The present Cathedral was inaugurated in 1933 on the Feast
of St Louis.
The first Bishop of the Diocese was a Benedictine, Mgr
William B. Allen Collier, an Englishman from Yorkshire.
He was appointed by Gregory XVI to the Vicariate of
Mauritius in February 1840. It was he who invited Fr Laval
to accompany him to the island in 1841.
The celebrations will terminate with a concelebrated Mass
on 26 October, 1997 to which many foreign guests are
invited and it is hoped that a representative of His Holiness
will be present.
Cathedral of St Louis, Port-Louis

_I ·- ....

Presently, there are sixteen Spiritans including the Bishop,
Mgr Piat, working in Mauritius. Over recent years they
have defined the following priorities which they judge to
correspond to the charism of the Congregation:
1. The Shrine of Blessed Fr Laval which has become a
meeting place for all races and religions. Hindus, Muslims,
Chinese and Christians of all denominations come to solicit
favours at the grave of the "apostle of Mauritius". On
average, 10,000 visit each week among whom only 3000
are Christians. Our confrere, Fr Verchere, is the director
and is assisted part-time by Frs Hym and Drui.
2. The Centre for Inter-religious Dialogue at Pont-Praslin
where our two confreres, Fr Raymond Zimmermann and
Jean-Luc Rencker, are working.
"The objective is to give an opportunity to believers of all
religions to meet, to dialogue, to listen to one another. On
average, 36 people, attend the 35 weekend-reflection
sessions which are organised each year" (Fr Raymond).
3. Catechetics and Youth Ministry: Fr Denis Wiehe is in
charge of the Diocesan Catechetical Centre which publishes
catechetical programmes for the schools and youth
formation. He supervises the spiritual formation and the
coordination of youth movements in the Diocese. He also
organises mission awareness programmes among young
people. He is working towards establishing a chaplaincy at
the University of Mauritius.

4. n ·rug Rehabilitation: Fr Gerard Guillemot manages the
Drug Rehabilitation Centre which is open to any addict.
"To be at the service of the poorest and most deprived is,
I'm convinced, a genuinely Spiritan apostolate"(Gerard).
5. Single Mothers: Fr Bernard Hym provides a religious
presence in a Centre for unmarried mothers who are often
the most neglected in our society.

6. Parish Ministry: Frs M. McTiernan, P. Murphy and
B. Farrelly, having spent many years teaching in College du
Saint-Esprit, are now full-time in parish work. They give
special attention to the Creoles who are the majority of
Christians but who are also the poorest. Creoles are
becoming more self-aware and are seeking dignity and
identity. Spiritans are reflecting as to how they can be of
more service to the Creoles in their aspirations.

7. FOi: Frs Roger Billy, Guy Billaud, Denis Wiehe and

Gerard Guillemot are directly involved in the project. The
Novitiate is in Mauritius and Roger and Guy are Novice
Master and Assistant Novice Master respectively.

"The Spiritan Districts of Madagascar, Mauritius and
Reunion share the training and formation of the members
of the Indian Ocean Foundation which we see as our
Spiritan presence in this region in future ... For the past
fifteen years Spiritans have wished to be part of this
missionary initiative ... FOI has six members who are
priests, two novices, and more than fifteen students. Three
students are preparing for final profession in August 1997.
Three of the priests are Mauritians. Two are in Pakistan
and one is studying in Pittsburgh". (Chapter Report,
Mauritius, 1997).

Kenya

H

is Eminence Cardinal Otunga, former Archbishop of
Nairobi, has donated to the District of Kenya a twoacre plot on which to build a house for our confreres who
wish to retire in Nairobi. This very valuable piece of land
was given in appreciation of the work of Spiritans in
Kenya. Work on the new building is proceeding
satisfactorily. The house has eight bedrooms and an
Administration Block. It is due to be completed by
November 1997.

Algeria

R

eligious, both male and female, constitute the bulk of
the membership of the Church in Algeria at present. At
.the moment there are 35 Religious Institutes in the country
with a membership of between two and three hundred.
Seven Institutes have withdrawn from the country recently
due to insecurity within the country. According to figures
released by the Minister for Religious Affairs, Ahmed
Merani, 86 Ministers of Cult were ·assassinated by Islamic
fundamentalists since the beginning of the crisis four years
ago.
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Philippines - Taiwan Group
Philippines

Taiwan

Haro/do ALVES (Brazil)
Martin OKAFOR-ILOZUE (Nigeria)
Brian McLAVGHUN (Ireland)
Daniel SORMAN/ (US West)

Sean O'LEARY (Ireland,)
James SANDY (WAF)

Jean-Pascal LOMBART (France) from Sept. '98
Jean-Paul HOCH (France) from Sept.98

The whole group will come together in Rome for an orientation session at the beginning ofDecember
1997. Afterwards the first six ·will leave,four for the Philippines and two for Taiwan. J-P.Hoch and
J-P. Lomba.rt will join the team in Taiwan in September 1998. B. McLaughlin will be the leader of the
whole group for the first y«ir. In December 1998, both teams will come together for a meeting. Each
team will choose a superior and discuss the best organisation for the Group.

NEWS ITEMS
The General Council
Diary of General Council
Fr Schouver: March 19-Apr. 10, Visitation, Papua NewGuinea and Australia; Apr. 13-23, Visitation, Portugal; June
17-July 6, Visitation, Angola; July 9-14, Chapter, England.
Fr Kelly: Apr. 7-29, Visitation, England; June 10-14,
Chapter, US/East; June 29-July 4, Chapter, TransCanada;
July 9-16, Enlarged Council, F.O.1.

Fr Odigbo: March 15-Apr. 16, Visitation, Netherlands;
July 8-15, 50th Anniversary, Kogi; July 15-August 20,
Visitation, Ethiopia; August 20-Sept. 5, S.I.S.T. (PanAfrican Forrnators' Meeting), Nigeria.
Fr Wijnen: March 15-Apr. 21, Visitation, Netherlands;
29Apr.
21-27,
Chapter,
Belgium;
June
July 6, Enlarged Council, Ireland; July 6--12, Chapter,
Germany; July 15-Aug. 18, Visitation, Ethiopia.
Fr Castriani: March 22-30, Young European Spiritans,
Portugal; Apr. 7-23, Visitation, Portugal; June 17-July 15,
Visitation, Angola.
Fr Bongo: Apr. 5-26, Visitation, Portugal; June 15-July 16,
Visitation, Angola.
Fr Jolibois: Apr. 12-27, Chapter, Reunion and Mauritius;
June 29-July 12, Chapter, France.
Fr Moreira: Apr. 3-7, Fribourg; Apr. 7-30, Visitation,
Portugal; Jwie 15-20, Fribourg; July 12-19, Enlarged
Council, Portugal.

On Mar. 03, 1997, made the following first appointments:

AGANGYA, Wilfred (WAF) ........................... WAF
AGBERAGBA, John (WAF) . ...................... Senegal
BAALABOORE, John (WAF) ........................ WAF
BAYOH, Augustine (WAF) ............................. WAF
BINEY, Joseph (WAF) ................................. Malawi
IKYEGH, Alphonsus (WAF) .................... Makurdi
IORYUE, Vitalis Vincent (WAF) ............. Makurdi
MENDY, Gabriel (WAF) ..................... Sierra Leone
NYATORLEY,Protus (WAF) ........................ WAF
OPOKU-BOATENG, William, (WAF) .......... WAF
SANDY, James (WAF) ............ Philippines-Taiwan
PIERRE, Theodore (FOi) ................................. PNG
On Mar. 12, 1997, extended the mandate of Fr G. VIEIRA
as Superior of the District. of Senegal from 01 Juin.
1997 to Sept. 14, 1997 and nominated Fr G. MEYER as
Sup of the District with effect from Sept 15, 1997.
On Mar. 12, 1997, nominated Fr J-Cl. JAQUARD as Superior
.of the District of Madagascar from June 29, 1997.
On Mar. 05, 1997, extended the mandate of Fr James DEVINE
as Superior of the District of South Africa to 02 Feb. 1998.

On Mar. 10, 1997, confirmed the election of Fr Robert
ELLISON as Superior of the District of Gambia from
Mar. 10, 1997, to 15 June 1998.
On Mar. 12, 1997, approved the opening of a Novitiate in
Port-au-Prince, District of Haiti.

Decisions of General Council

On Mar. 12, 1997, transferred Fr Albert PERRIER from the
General Administration to the Province of France with
effect from July OI, 1997.

On Jan. 15, 1997, confirmed the election of Fr Gerardus
HOGERVORST as Superior of the District of Brazil,
Central, for three years with effect from 21 Jan. 1997.

On Mar. 12, 1997, created the International Group in
Malawi and named Fr Seamus FOLEY as Major
Superior of the group until 31 August 1998.
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On Mar. 18, 1997, Appointed Fr Daniel SORMANI, US/W
to Philippines-Taiwan Group.
On Mar. 18, 1997, made the first appointment of Fr Sean
O'Leary (Ireland), to the Philippines-Taiwan.
On Mar. 27, 1997 approved Lawrence ALABI
(Anglophone Africa); Victor Martinez MARTINEZ
(The Americas); Jean-Pascal LOMBART (Europe) and
Gaston TEMGOUA (Francophone Africa) to represent
the Congregation at the Congress of young women and
men religious, sponsored by the Union of Superiors
General (USG) which is scheduled to take place in
Rome from Sept. 29 to Oct. 4, 1997.
On April 18, 1997, confirmed the election of Fr Alain
DURAND as Superior of the District of Reunion for 3
years from Jun 01, 1997.
On April 25, 1997, confirmed the election of Fr Joseph
BURGRAFF as Superior of the Province of Belgium for
a third mandate of 3 years from August 0 1, 1997.
On May 02, 1997, transferred Fr Benjamin IKEGWUONU
from the General Administration to the Province of
Nigeria with effect from September 01, 1997.
On May 05, 1997 transferred Fr Bernard RENIERS from
FOI (Indian Ocean Foundation) to the French Seminary,
Rome with effect from 0 1 Sept. 1997.
On May 14, made the following first appointments:
Michael PROTAIN (France) ............................ Pakistan
Marc PONS (France) .......................................... Senegal
Jean-Pascal LOMBART (France) Philippinnes-Taiwan
Hugues Des BOSCS (France) .............................. Bangui
On May 14 appointed Fr Jean-Paul HOCH (France) to the
Philippines-Taiwan with effect from 01 September 1998.

Chapters and Enlarged Councils 1997
Holland .............. Chapter .................. 26-28 May:09-11 June
USA/E ............... Chapter .................................... 08-14 June
TransCanada ...... Chapter ............................. 29 June-04 July
~ranee ............... Chapter ............................. 29 June-12 July
Germany ............ Chapter ....................................... 6-12 July
Portugal ............. Enlarged Council... ................... 13-19 July
FOI .................... Enlarged Council... ................... 09-16 July
Ireland ............... Enlarged Council .. ............ 29 June-05 July
England ............ Chapter ......................... .. .......... 7 - 12 July

Change of Address: The Superior of the District of
Sierra Leone, St. Martin's Parish, Blackball Road, P.O. Box
563, Freetown: Tel. (232) 22.25.08.06: Fax (232) 32.510.
(Please write: Att. Fr Osei-Yeboah).
New E-Mail Addresses
Brazil; Province: Iwashita@uninet.com.br
Ezeogu, Ernest M: (Spiritan Student in Toronto)
eezeogu@chass.utoronto.ca
France; Mission Procurator: PROCSSPA@AOL.COM
Netherlands Province: stcongr@nedemet.nl
TransCanada Province: Spiritan@istar.ca
USA/W: Spiritans@aol.com

Change of E-Mail Address
Boutot, Michel: MBout@concentric.net
EAP: EAP@HABARI.C0.TZ
Ezewudo, Gabriel: g_ezewud@alcor.concordia.ca
Hebert, Adrien: adrien@mail.tcs.co.za
Poland:Province: poslaniec@pro.logonet.com.pl

News Snippets
Dates for New Major Superiors' Meeting, September
15-20 at the Generalate, Rome.
The next Pan-African Meeting of Superiors and
Formators will be hosted by the Province of Nigeria. It
was hoped that the meeting would take place in Zaire but
because of problems which could not have been foreseen at
the time, this has been changed.
Njiro seminary celebrated its 10th Anniversary. It opened
on Oct. 15, 1986 with 27 students. Presently there are
around 12 staff and 118 students.
On May 27, 1997, the 294th Anniversary of the Congregation,
there were 3070 members in our Congregation: 32
Bishops, 2394 Priests, 256 Brothers and 388 Junior
professed. The total number Jan.01, 1996, was 3143.
Fr. Michael Obi Onwuemelie, Provincial of Nigeria, has
been re-elected President of the National Conference of
Major Superiors for another two years.
Fr Kevin Doheny, Ireland, was recently honoured by
PEACE - the Christian Reconciliation Body as the 1996
person of the year for "outstanding efforts in the cause of
peace and reconciliation ".
175th anniversary of the Pontifical Society for the
Propagation of the Faith: In 1822, Pauline-Marie Jaricot
( 1779-1862), at the age of 23 years, founded the Pontifical
Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Her aim was to
help Catholic Missionaries to bring the message of Christ to
the ends of the earth. She asked each member to say a Pater
and Ave with the invocation "Saint Francis Xavier pray for
us" each day for that intention and to give one cent offering
each week. The work, which has become the PMS, has
centres throughout the world. Last year it contributed 200
million dollars approx. This year is also the Centenary of
the death of Saint Theresa of Lisieux, Patron Saint of the
Missions.

Modern Martyrs
According to figures released by the Vatican Secretariat, 46
missionaries lost their lives while working as missionaries
in 1996, most of them in Africa. In fact 41 of the 46 were
working in that continent. The figure is probably greater as
it does not include people who disappeared, one of whom is
an African Bishop.
The missionaries killed, divided by ministry, are as follows:
3 bishops, 18 priests (12 diocesan and 6 religious) 8
Brothers, 13 Sisters, 1 member of a secular institute, 1
member of an Apostolic Association, 1 seminarian and 1
catechist.
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By country of origin, the first place goes to Zaire with 16,
followed by Burundi with 7, France 7, Spain 5, Columbia 2
and 1 each from Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Canada,
Philippines, India, Italy, Rwanda, Puerto Rico, and the
United States.
The missionaries were murdered in the following
territories: 19 in Zaire, 8 in Algeria, 7 in Burundi, 3 in
Rwanda, 2 in Ghana, 2 in Columbia, and 1 each in BosniaHerzegovina, Cambodia, India, Puerto-Rico and Tanzania.
The number killed since 1957 is 600, since 1946, 1000, and
the number of martyrs reaches 3,200 in this century.
Pope John Paul II canonised Fr M. Kolbe in 1982 and
beatified 266 martyrs of this century. Of those beatified,
218 were martyred in Spain between 1934/39, 25 in
Mexico between 1920/30, 10 under the Nationalist/Socialist
regimes in Germany and other parts of Europe. The
remainder are from the other continents.
Sixty three confreres have been murdered since 1900.
(As a note of interest, 48 journalists lost their lives in 1996).

Generalate Personnel
Fr Benjamin IKEGWUONU is returning to Nigeria after
nine years as Assistant to the General Bursar. He was
ordained in 1962 as a priest of the Archdiocese of Onitsha.
He went to the Novitiate in 1977. After his profession in
1978, he was
appointed to the
Juniorate, Ihiala.
From 1980/82, he
was given the responsibility of preparing for the
construction
of
SIST. In 1984, he
was
appointed
Provincial Bursar
Fr Benjamin
with special res-ponsibility for the management of funds
for the construction of SIST. In 1988 he was appointed to
Rome.
Fr Albert PERRIER has been
transferred to the Province of
France as Superior of Allex
with effect from Sept O1,
1997. Fr Perrier was
appointed as Secretary of
Formation in 1994 for 3
years with the aim of helping
the General Council in the
important task of formation
given to them by ltaici
36.3.3.
He
has
now
completed the job he was
commissioned to do.

Fr Albert

Spiritan Sisters celebrate 75 years
The Spiritan Sisters celebrate the 75th anniversary of their
foundation this year. In 1921, with the support of Mgr Le
Roy, Superior General of the Spiritans, Eugenie Caps
founded the first community of Spiritan Sisters in
Farschviller in Lorraine. The new Congregation drew its
inspiration from the writings of Father Libermann. Pope
Pius XI approved the· new Institute in the same year of its
foundation. On October 05, 1924, Mgr Le Roy presided at
the religious profession of the first twenty two members of
the Society. Two others made their profession in
Switzerland on the same day. The following month, the
first missionaries set out - eight for Comoro Islands, East
Africa, and four for Martinique.

Publications by Spiritans
Padre Patricio, The Life and Times of a Spiritan
Missionary: Fr Patrick Townsend: Michael Troy CSSp:
Reliable Printing, Scarborough, Ontario, 1996.
Social and Economic Reintegration and Resource
Management: A study of Conflict and Reconciliation:
B.Starken et alii: Freetown 1997.
Joseph Michel, Historien: Memoire Spiritaine. No 4:
Spiritain: Rue Lhomond, 1996.
Francois Libermann: Le Feu sur la Terre:Textes ·
presentes par Alphonse Gilbert:Fayard,1997

Our Dead

01 Dec.
08 Feb.
14 Feb.
15 Feb.
17 Feb.
22 Feb.
22 Feb.
24Feb.
08 Mar.
lOMar.
15 Mar.
18 Mar.
29Mar.
30 Mar.
11 Apr.
19 Apr.
21 Apr.
25 Apr.
27 Apr.
29 Apr.
04May
11 May
18May
22May
22May

Fr Elie LAMOTTE .... ,............... Belgium, 75 yrs
Fr Manuel A. MEIRA ................ Portugal, 94 yrs
Mgr R. de la MOUREYRE ........... France, 85 yrs
Fr Jose A. TEIXEIRA ............... Portugal, 73 yrs
Fr Patrick BORAN ............ Trans-Canada, 77 yrs
Br Gordianus C. ROOSEN . Netherlands, 94 yrs
Fr Albert SPECHT ........................ France, 83 yrs
Fr William J. JOYCE ................... USA/E, 64 yr~
Fr Agost. Pereira da SILVA, ...... Portugal, 76 yrs
Fr Emmanuel JEZO ...................... France, 87 yrs
Fr Jean GODARD ......................... France, 69 yrs
Fr Andre BOBLIN ........................ France, 97 yrs
Fr Rene MUDRY .................. Switzerland, 50 yrs
Br Pascal MAWHINNEY ............ Ireland, 72 yrs
Fr Cornelius NEVEN ............ Netherlands, 76 yrs
Fr Emir GAULARD ...................... France, 90 yrs
Fr Cyril BYRNE .......................... Ireland, 71 yrs
Fr Jean-Marie DONNARD ........... France, 87 yrs
Fr Michael SMITHWICK ............ Ireland, 72 yrs
FrM. F. COMERFORD ................ Ireland, 93 yrs
Fr Niall MACAULEY .................. Ireland, 85 yrs
Br Maximilian M. Martin........... Germany, 62 yrs
Fr F. van den BIJLLAARDT ....... N/lands, 72 yrs
Fr John J.P. RYAN ....................... Ireland, 85 yrs
Fr Marius BRANDS ..................... N/lands, 58 yrs
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